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A LETTER FROM ARLENE 

Here it is mid-June and I've decided 

now is good as a time as any to 

recommit to writing my monthly 

newsletter. I know. it's been a number 

of years since I have done this. My 

apologies. As we all know, "life 

happens". When that pesky "life" shows 

up you have to pare down the 

commitments and responsibilities and 

focus on the priorities. To begin, let's 

recap what the newsletter includes. I 

will be sharing details about books 

(imagine that). events taking place in 

the store (such as new book releases 

and new products). What's new to the 

newsletter is. "Meet My Neighbor" 

highlighting a business neighbor I 

admire and do business with, Where 

Are They Now" giving you an update on 

a former employee, and "Chew on This" 

musings from Ophelia. And now, off to 

the show! 

Here's what I'm reading this month

'The Alice Network" by Kate Quinn. the 

June book club selection. I've recently 

started it and am excited. as I've read so 

many positive reviews. The book is 

historical fiction. set just after WWII: I'm 

only on page 15 and hooked! Join us in 

the store on the 18th at 7:00 to hear 

everyone's take on it. You are always 

welcome to drop in, whether you've 

read the book or not. 

Next. "Ghost Boys" by Jewell Parker 

Rhodes. Tackling a rather difficult subject. 

Ghost Boys follows eleven-year-old 

Jerome, as he is shot by a police officer in 

Chicago. In the afterlife he meets Emmett 

Till, and the story expertly highlights racial 

injustices. while trying to right the wrongs 

of the world to readers beginning to 

explore and learn about these issues. 

Written for 10-14-year olds, it is a difficult 

subject matter that is quite well done. I'm 

reading other books this month. but those 

books aren't in publication yet, so I'll save 

those for another time. 

So many new products arrive each week, 

it's hard to list them all here! To highlight a 

few, we have recently begun to offer bags 

of Perfect Pop Kettle Corn, a Woodstock 

company owned by Jim Zei. It's quite 

yummy and we are having a hard time not 

breaking open a bag or two while we 

work. Marvin's Toys updates their inventory 

weekly and there are many fun outdoor 

and summer activities being brought in. 

Summer Bridge books are in stock to keep 

those little minds engaged over the 

summer break. too! 

For those of you reading this and living 

outside of our area, be sure to catch some 

of my Facebook live videos, (which can be 

found on the store's Facebook page) 

where I take you on a tour of the store and 

highlight these products. 




